Strategic Discipleship
PHASE 3

The document is a teacher manual for a series on strategic discipleship, focusing on biblical missions and the historical context of God's intent in the Old Testament.
Series: The Mission
Session 1. The Mission, CORE, Your Story – Page 1
The Mission of God in the Old Testament
The Old Testament reveals God's strategy for mission through the establishment of a covenant community. ​
· Civilization grew increasingly sinful after the fall of man, exemplified by figures like Lamech. ​
· God chose to destroy wicked civilization with the flood but continued to face human rebellion post-flood. ​
· The Tower of Babel represents humanity's attempt to create a name for themselves, rejecting God's mandate to fill the earth. ​
· God called Abram to create a great nation that would bless all families of the earth, contrasting with Babel's self-centered goals. ​
The Call of Abram and Its Significance – Page 2
God's call to Abram signifies a shift towards a mission-focused community. ​
· God promised Abram a great nation, a great name, and that all nations would be blessed through him. ​
· Abram's call opposes Babel's goals by establishing a faith-based community in covenant with God.
· The ultimate goal of Abram's blessing was to bless the entire world, reflecting God's desire for all nations to know Him. ​
Israel's Role as a Kingdom of Priests – Page 4
Israel was designated to represent God to the nations as a holy nation and a kingdom of priests. ​
· God intended Israel to mediate between Himself and the people, showcasing His character and will.
· The concept of being a kingdom of priests aligns with the idea of representing God's rule and relationship with humanity. ​
The Temple's Purpose in God's Mission – Page 4
The temple served as a place for all nations to worship God, not just Israel. ​
· It was intended to be a house of prayer for all peoples, symbolizing God's inclusive mission.
· The New Testament reiterates this mission, expanding it to all believers as a royal priesthood.
Session 1: The Core Message of Salvation – Page 9
Understanding the essentials of salvation is crucial for sharing the gospel effectively.
· Key truths include acknowledging sin, believing in Jesus' death and resurrection, confessing sins, and declaring Jesus as Lord.
· The importance of recognizing the broken relationship with God is emphasized, as it drives the need for reconciliation.
Session 1: Personal Testimonies and Their Impact – Page 15
Sharing personal testimonies can effectively communicate God's work in individual lives. ​
· A testimony recounts one's experience of God's intervention and transformation. ​
· Stories resonate deeply, providing hope and demonstrating the reality of God's presence in life. ​
Practical Steps for Engaging in Mission – Page 6
Believers are encouraged to actively participate in God's mission through their circles of influence.
· Identifying personal circles allows for targeted prayer and outreach efforts. ​
· Sharing personal stories and the core message of salvation can lead to meaningful conversations about faith.
Sharing Personal Stories of Faith – Page 15
Sharing personal stories can provide hope and encouragement to others who are facing similar challenges. ​
· Students are encouraged to share their life-changing stories on church websites in written or video formats. ​
· Natural scenarios for sharing include when someone is going through a similar situation, questioning faith, or simply asking about life experiences.
· Tactful ways to bridge into sharing include relating personal struggles, discussing positive life changes, or addressing doubts about God.
Essential Truths for New Believers – Page 19
Understanding key truths is crucial for those seeking a relationship with God. ​
· The four essential truths discussed are: 
1. Acknowledge the broken relationship with God.
2. Believe in Jesus Christ's death and resurrection.
3. Confess sins and repent.
4. Declare Jesus as Lord.
Session 2: S.A.I.L – Page 21
Influence as Salt, Light, and Ambassadors – Page 21
Believers are called to influence the world positively by embodying Christ's character. ​
· Believers are described as "salt" to preserve and enhance the world, requiring proximity to others to be effective.
· As "light," they are to reveal God's truth and glory, making their good works visible to glorify God.
· As "ambassadors," they represent God's love and forgiveness, necessitating clear communication of the gospel.
Session 2: Strategic and Intentional Discipleship – Page 29
Being intentional in sharing faith can lead to significant spiritual impact.
· Jesus and Paul exemplified strategic ministry approaches, focusing on specific audiences and locations. ​
· Individuals are encouraged to identify personal mission goals and consider sacrifices needed to fulfill them.
· The importance of prayer and seeking opportunities for sharing faith is emphasized.
Series: Living Your Faith – Page 37
Session 3: Hearing and Discerning God's Voice – Page 37 
Session 3: Discerning the Message – Page 43 
Session 3: Spiritual Focus – Page 51
Recognizing how God communicates is essential for spiritual growth. ​
· God speaks through various means, including audible voices, dreams, visions, and promptings of the Holy Spirit. ​
· Discerning messages involves evaluating consistency with scripture, alignment with God's purposes, and unity among believers.
· The need for a close relationship with God is highlighted to enhance the ability to hear His voice. ​
Session 4:  Responding to God -- The Hope of Eternal Life in Christ – Page 57
· The promise of eternal life in the presence of God provides hope and assurance for believers. 
· Revelation 21:3-4 emphasizes God's dwelling with humanity, eliminating pain and sorrow.
· The future security in Christ influences present living, alleviating worries about the future. ​
Understanding God's Names and Attributes – Page 57
God's names reveal His character and provide assurance to believers.
· Names like Yahweh Jireh (I AM will provide) emphasize God's provision and the importance of trusting Him for needs. ​
· Yahweh Shalom (I AM is Peace) indicates that true peace comes from God, not circumstances. ​
· Other names, such as Yahweh Ro’i (I AM is my Shepherd) and Yahweh Tsidkenu (I AM is our Righteousness), illustrate God's protective and redemptive nature. ​
Understanding Redemption Through Christ – Page 63
Redemption signifies being set free from sin through Christ's sacrifice.
· 1 Peter 1:18-19 explains that believers are ransomed not with material goods but with Christ's blood.
· Believers are called to submit their lives to God's will in various aspects, including career, relationships, health, and finances.
Job's Trials and God's Sovereignty – Page 64
Job's suffering illustrates the complexity of faith amidst trials and God's ultimate authority. ​
· Job's response to suffering was one of worship and acknowledgment of God's sovereignty. ​
· The narrative challenges the notion that suffering is always a result of personal sin.
Session 4:  Submission to God – Page 63
The Importance of Submission to God – Page 68
Submission to God is essential for a faithful Christian life, especially during suffering. ​
· Luke 22:41-44 shows Jesus' submission to God's will, emphasizing the need for believers to do the same. ​
· Trusting God in suffering means prioritizing His will over personal desires. ​
Session 5:  Navigating Suffering – Page 71
The Role of Suffering in Spiritual Growth 
Suffering is a tool for spiritual maturity and deeper understanding of God. ​
· James 1:2-4 encourages believers to find joy in trials, as they produce steadfastness and completeness. ​
· Hebrews 2:10 highlights that Jesus was made perfect through suffering, demonstrating the importance of enduring hardship. ​
Believers are encouraged to seek wisdom from God during times of suffering. ​
· James 1:5-8 stresses the importance of asking God for wisdom without doubting. ​
· Wisdom helps navigate suffering in a way that strengthens faith and glorifies God. ​
The Power of Community in Trials – Page 73
Support from fellow believers is crucial during difficult times. ​
· Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego exemplify the strength found in unity when facing persecution.
· The church community plays a vital role in encouraging and holding each other accountable.
Session 5: Submitting to Others – Page 77
The Call to Forgive and Love Others – Page 80
Forgiveness is a necessary aspect of Christian life, rooted in love and grace.
· Ephesians 4:32 emphasizes kindness and forgiveness as reflections of Christ's love.
· Forgiveness does not mean ignoring wrongdoing but rather releasing the burden of judgment.
Session 6: Judging Others – Page 83
Session 6: Resolving Conflict Within the Church – Page 89
Addressing conflicts biblically is essential for maintaining unity in the church. ​
· Matthew 18:15-17 outlines a four-step process for reconciliation between believers. ​
· The goal is to restore relationships while upholding the integrity of the church community. ​
Session 6: Judging and Forgiving – Page 97
Benefits of Forgiveness -- 99
Forgiveness leads to emotional freedom and restoration in relationships. ​
· The forgiven individual is liberated from guilt and shame. ​
· Forgiveness removes barriers between the offender and the offended. ​
· The act of forgiving is aimed at setting the other person free. ​
· Repentance is essential for the offender to experience true freedom. ​
· God’s forgiveness serves as a model for how we should forgive others. ​
Relationship Between Repentance and Forgiveness – Page 100
Repentance is a prerequisite for receiving forgiveness and healing in relationships. ​
· Repentance involves acknowledging wrongdoing and feeling genuine regret. ​
· It requires a sincere request for forgiveness and a commitment to change. ​
· Only through repentance can one be freed from the guilt of sin. ​
· Forgiveness can only be fully realized when the offender repents. ​
God's Example of Forgiveness – Page101
God demonstrates the ultimate model of forgiveness for believers to follow. ​
· God acknowledges our sins and the barriers they create in our relationship. ​
· He initiates healing by taking on the consequences of our sins. ​
· God offers forgiveness at His own expense and waits for our repentance. ​
· Forgiveness reflects God’s character and desire for peace in relationships. ​
Importance of Forgiving Repeated Offenses – Page 101
Believers are called to forgive others as God forgives them, regardless of frequency.
· We are to forgive as a reflection of God’s grace towards us. ​
· Holding onto unforgiveness can hinder our own peace and joy.
· The act of forgiving is a choice that promotes relational healing. ​
Handling Unrepentant Offenders – Page 101
Forgiveness can still be offered even if the offender refuses to repent. ​
· The offended can choose not to judge, thus freeing themselves from bitterness.
· There may be no relational peace if the sin barrier remains. ​
· Loving and serving the unrepentant is still encouraged, following Jesus’ example.
Session 7: How to Forgive -- Steps to Forgive Others –-- Page 105
Forgiveness involves a process that requires introspection and humility. ​
· Consider your relationship with God and acknowledge His role as Judge. ​
· Approach the situation with humility and seek to understand the other person’s perspective. ​
· Engage in prayer and thanksgiving to foster a spirit of forgiveness. ​
· Actively seek reconciliation, even if the other person is not repentant. ​
Session 7: Church Discipline Process – Page 111
A structured approach is necessary for addressing unrepentant behavior within the church. ​
· The process includes talking to the person alone, involving witnesses, and escalating to the church if necessary.
· The goal of discipline is restoration, not punishment.
· The church must maintain its integrity by addressing sin within its community. ​
Series: Worship – Page 117
Session 8: Worship in Spirit and Truth – Page 117
True worship transcends physical locations and rituals, focusing on a relationship with God. ​
· Worship is no longer confined to the temple but is centered on Jesus Christ. ​
· It requires the presence of the Holy Spirit to connect with God authentically. ​
· Worship should be a holistic expression of our lives, not limited to specific times or places. ​
Session 8:  Worship and Integrity – Page 123
Integrity is essential for genuine worship, reflecting a unified character before God. ​
· Saul’s story illustrates the tension between outward worship and inner integrity. ​
· True worship requires a heart fully devoted to God, free from division. ​
· A lack of integrity can hinder our ability to worship authentically. ​
Session 8: Worship and Praise – Page 131
Praise is a vital aspect of worship that acknowledges God’s worth and goodness. ​
· Worship is primarily for our benefit, helping us align our lives with God’s truth. ​
· It fosters a relationship with God and reminds us of His nature and provision.
· True worship involves surrendering to Jesus as Lord and recognizing our identity as His children. ​
Understanding Our Perception of God – Page 131
Our perception of God significantly influences how we engage in worship. ​
· Distorted views of God can lead to withholding worship due to feelings of unworthiness or fear. ​
· A limited perspective can cause us to misjudge God's character and actions. ​
· Job's experience illustrates that understanding God's nature is crucial for true worship.
The Role of Music in Worship – Page 135
Music serves as a vital expression of worship, connecting us emotionally to God. ​
· It breaks through intellectual barriers, allowing for emotional engagement in worship. ​
· Worship without emotion can lead to a divided heart, lacking integrity. ​
· God desires a holistic approach to worship, involving heart, soul, and mind.
Physical Expressions of Worship – Page 136
Physical expressions in worship can enhance our connection to God.
· Emotional excitement at sports events contrasts with the reserved nature of some worship services. ​
· Signs of excitement at sports include body language such as jumping, shouting, and clapping. ​
· Spirit-filled worship can be expressed through various physical actions like clapping, dancing, and lifting hands.
Overcoming Hesitance in Worship – Page 136
Many people feel hesitant to express worship physically due to various reasons. ​
· Cultural norms and personal insecurities can inhibit physical expressions of worship.
· Greater integrity in worship can be achieved by embracing freedom in physical expressions.
· Encouraging environments and teaching can help individuals feel more comfortable in worship settings.
The Connection Between Worship and Missions – Page 136
Worship and missions are deeply intertwined in the life of a believer. ​
· Authentic worship leads to a passion for sharing God's love with others. ​
· Missions exist because there are people who do not worship God, highlighting the need for outreach.
· Both worship and missions stem from a relationship with God, emphasizing their interconnectedness.
Insights from John Piper's Quote – Page 137
John Piper's quote emphasizes the primacy of worship over missions.
· Worship is the ultimate goal of the church, while missions are a response to the lack of worship. ​
· A genuine relationship with God naturally leads to a desire for others to know Him. ​
· The lack of mission focus may indicate a deficiency in one's worship life, and vice versa. ​
Steps to Deepen Worship and Mission Focus – Page 137
Taking intentional steps can enhance both worship and mission engagement. ​
· Cultivating a deeper relationship with God fosters a desire for mission work.
· Engaging in community worship can inspire a collective mission focus. ​
· Regular reflection on one's worship practices can reveal areas for growth in both worship and outreach. ​
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