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CHRISTIANITY 101
Exploring the Bedrock of Our Faith

	Rev. Dr. Mark H. Miller	

Session Five

What is Sin and Do We Have It?
 
Discussion: What is sin?


The Story (Genesis 1 - 3)


What do we learn from Genesis 1 – 3?

1. We are human beings originally created perfect in the image of God.
2. We are created to depend on God, be responsible to God and be bound to one another.
3. However, sin entered the world. Sin distorts and contradicts the truth that we are created perfectly by God.
4. The good news is that sin is not stronger than God.

What is sin?

1. Sin is an inner willful disobedience, deviation, distortion, rebellion, violation or crookedness 	against God.
2. Sin is characterized by the words: bad, evil, violence, destructive, trouble, corrupt, vanity, folly, and senseless.
3. Sin is a reality of life expressing itself in our thoughts, words and deeds. (John 8:21, 24, 34)
4. Sin is the desire to be God.
5. In Scripture sinners are called “the ungodly,” “the heathen,” those separated from God.
6. Sin is the desire to know good and evil. However:
A.	The desire to know good and evil separates us 	from God, nature, one 
another and ourselves.
B.	The desire to know good and evil is self-	destructive.
7. Sin breaks our relationship with God. We no longer are human beings who live fully for God and others.
8. Sin is not loving and is not willing to let ourselves be loved.
Discussion: What is the difference between sin and sins?


Discussion: What is Original Sin?

1. We are born sinful.
2. Our nature is sinful.
3. Even new born babies are sinful and bring their own condemnation, for they have “the seed implanted in them.”  
4. We are all cursed.
5. Our corruption and perversity never stop, but constantly produce new sins.
6. All parts of our soul are possessed by sin ever since Adam’s and Eve’s fall.
7. “All have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)
8. Being corrupt in all parts of our nature, we deserve to be condemned to eternal death by God to whom nothing is acceptable but righteousness and purity.
9. Sin is the condition that causes us to be less than perfect images of God.
10. Whether we know it or not, we are all responsible for our sinfulness.

What Is Salvation All About?

Discussion: What is salvation?


What is salvation?

1. Salvation means to be rescued from harm, danger or loss; to bring to a safe condition; to safeguard; to 	keep for future use or enjoyment; to treat with care in order to avoid damage; to spare; to redeem, to 	deliver from evil or difficulty.
2. The penalty of sin and spiritual death were removed from us by Christ’s death on the cross.
3. Salvation is the deliverance of a believer’s soul from the power and penalty of sin and eternal death.

16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world but to save the world through him.” (John 3:16-17)

John 3:16-17 tells us:

1. The initiative of salvation lies with God. It was God who sent His Son because God loves us.
2. God acts not for His own sake but for ours, not to satisfy His desire for power or to bring a universe to heed Him, but to satisfy His love.
3. God cannot be happy until all His wandering children come home to Him.
4. God does not pull our strings or force us into submission, but yearns and woos us into love.
5. The width of God’s love. God loves the whole world, not just a nation or some good people.
6. Everyone is included in the vast inclusive love of God.
7. In Christ we are not condemned, but saved.

The Good News!

1. We are saved from sin and eternal death by Christ’s death on the cross.
2. We are saved to eternal life by Christ’s resurrection.
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