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CHRISTIANITY 101
Exploring the Bedrock of Our Faith

	Rev. Dr. Mark H. Miller	

Session Three

Introduction


The Presbyterian Church (USA) Creeds and Confessions
	(The Book of Confessions)



The Apostle’s Creed

1. Background


2. The Apostle’s Creed (traditional)

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
3. Who or what is the Trinity?

Genesis 1:1-2, 1:26-27; John 1:1-5


4. Discussion: Do you believe in one God or three gods?


Who or What is the Trinity?

1. Scripture references: Genesis 1:1-2, 26-27; Isaiah 48:16; Matthew 3:16-17, 	28:19; John 1:1-5, 14:26, 15:26; 2 Corinthians 13:14; 1 Peter 1:2. 


2. God’s nature is trinitarian, meaning three Persons in one Person.




3. The language of the Trinity is needed in order to preserve the truth of the Scriptures.




4. Scripture teaches that the essence of God presents three Persons, yet there is neither a triple God, nor is God divided.




5. There are three complete Persons in God shown and seen together.




6. There is not three equally perfect gods (polytheism), but only one God (monotheism).




7. God has revealed Himself to us in three Persons: God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit.




8. The Trinity proves the divinity of not only the Father, but also the Son (Jesus) and the Holy Spirit. 


THE TRINITY
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9.  There is no earthly illustration that perfectly describes the Trinity:

· Egg: shell, white, yoke



· H2O: liquid, ice, gas



· Mark: widower, father, grandfather



· 1 X 1 X 1 = 1 
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