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CHRISTIANITY 101
Exploring the Bedrock of Our Faith

	Rev. Dr. Mark H. Miller	

Session Two

Introduction


How do you read the newspaper or online news?


One story told in four different ways

1. The story


2. The same story using personification 


3. The same story using imagery and symbolism


4. The same story told in poetic form


How do we study the Bible?

1. Eastern Thought and Western thought


2. What do you think is the difference between Eastern Thought and Western Thought?


3. Eastern Thought


4. Western Thought


How can I study the Bible?

1. Discover the writer’s intent: 1 Corinthians 2:4-5



2. Interpret Literally first: John 15:4-5



3. Observe the context: John 15:4-5 7 and John 20:30-31



4. Relate to the historical background and cultural setting: Hebrews 13:11-14



5. Consider the literary style: Psalm 104:1-4



6. Observe the author’s scope and plan: John 20:30-31 with 1 John 1:3-4



7. Compare Scripture with Scripture: Matthew 1:23 with Isaiah 7:14



8. Study word meanings and Grammar



9. God speaks in human terms: Exodus 3:8



10. Use the original languages





A Seven-Part Method of Bible Study
Basic Bible Study, W. Eugene March 

1. What does the text say and how is it put together? (Structure and Content)




2. What type of literature does the passage represent? (Literary form or type)




3. Where is the passage in the Bible or book as a whole? (Context)




4. When did the actions or words described take place? 
(Historical & geographical settings)




5. What situation is addressed? (Original use of text)




6. What is the intention of the biblical passage? (Original meaning and intention)




7. What does the Bible say to you in the here and now? 
(Response to the text and application)
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