.  Summary of Each Old Testament Book

Part 1: History
 
GENESIS — Beginnings
After the account of God’s creation of the world, Genesis relates how Noah built an ark to escape from the great flood.  Genesis also tells the story of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph.
 
EXODUS — Rescued
Exodus is the book about the 10 plagues, and the Israelites’ exodus from the land of Egypt under the gifted leadership of Moses.
 
LEVITICUS — Holy, Holy, Holy 
Leviticus takes its title from the priests and the tribe of Levi.  This book is about God’s holiness.  It explains how God’s rescued and redeemed people should worship, serve and obey Him.
 
NUMBERS — In the Desert 
What should have been a two-week journey for the Israelites to arrive in the land God had promised to give them, turned into 40 years of wandering around in the desert, and all because of their disobedience to God.
 
DEUTERONOMY — Remember, Remember 
As the people of Israel are at last poised to enter the land God had promised to give them, their leader, Moses, counsels them to remember God, and never disobey Him, but be blessed by Him.

JOSHUA — The Promised Land 
Joshua becomes the very capable leader of the people of Israel.  This book describes the problems they faced during their seven years of conquest and the settling of the 12 tribes of Israel in the land of Canaan. 

JUDGES — Turn Back to God 
The people of Israel ignore and displease God, time and again.  But when they do turn back to God they are forgiven.  Their 17 judges act as their legal, political and spiritual rulers.
 
RUTH — True Devotion 
Set in the time of the Judges, here is a touching story about a non-Jewish widow, Ruth.  She elects to leave her own country to live with and to be devoted to her widowed Jewish mother-in-law, Naomi, in Bethlehem. 

1 & 2 SAMUEL — The King Maker 
Samuel, Israel’s last judge and first prophet, anoints young David to be king elect.  Saul is eaten alive with jealousy of David.  This portrait of Israel’s most famous king shows him warts and all. 

1 & 2 KINGS — The Great Division 
King Solomon and the building of the Temple in Jerusalem take the center stage in 1 Kings.  Then Solomon’s divided loyalties with God are reflected in the break-up of the 12 tribes of Israel into two kingdoms, Israel and Judah.

1 & 2 CHRONICLES — King David the Great 
1 Chronicles records the spiritual significance of King David’s reign, as the writer sets out to encourage the Jews who had returned from exile.  2 Chronicles concentrates on the building and glory of Solomon’s temple.
 
EZRA — Back to Jerusalem 
The book of Ezra records the return of the Jews to Jerusalem after their 70 years of exile in Babylon.  The first 50,000 return under Zerubbabel’s leadership; 2,000 return with Ezra who rebuilds the spiritual life of the Jews.
 
NEHEMIAH — Rebuilding for God 
Some 13 years after Ezra, Nehemiah led the third and last return of the Jews from Babylon to Jerusalem.  Under his courageous leadership the shattered walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt, despite great opposition. 

ESTHER — A Moment for Courage 
Esther gives us our only glimpse into the life of the exiled Jews who stayed behind in Persia.  Although God is not mentioned by name in the book, His protecting hand is clearly seen in this moving story of Esther’s courage.

Part 2: Poetry
 
JOB — Suffering Humanity 
Job’s four so-called comforters are all wide of the mark with their explanation about why devastating personal tragedy should strike Job.  The correct response to suffering is seen in the last chapter of the book when Job worships God. 

PSALMS — Songs of Praise and Lament 
The Psalms were Israel’s hymn book.  They became the devotional guide for the people of Israel.  Above all, they give praise to God for who He is.
 
PROVERBS — True Wisdom 
A collection of inspired, short proverbs.  They give clear moral teaching, and show in very practical ways how to please God.
 
ECCLESIASTES — All is Vanity 
Ecclesiastes seeks for the key to the meaning of life.  Vanity, mentioned 37 times, the futile emptiness of trying to be happy apart from God, is everywhere.  This book shows how life only makes sense as one stands in awe of God. 

SONG OF SONGS (or SOLOMON) — Love Comes from God
At one level this is a love song written by Solomon.  At another level it is a picture of Israel as God’s bride, and the church as Jesus Christ’s bride. 

Part 3: Prophets

ISAIAH — Salvation 
The prophet Isaiah warned Judah not to trust in military alliances but in God’s powers.  Isaiah taught that salvation — physical and spiritual — only comes from God, not from man.
 
JEREMIAH — Come Back to God 
For 40 years, the prophet Jeremiah called the people of Israel back to God.  He had to battle against idolatry, moral decadence and corrupt worship.  For his pains, he is imprisoned and beaten and treated as a traitor. 

LAMENTATIONS — Facing Devastation 
Jeremiah cries from the depths of his heart over the destruction of Jerusalem.  He confesses Judah’s sin, and in the middle of total disaster he recalls how good and faithful God is.

EZEKIEL — A New Heart 
This man of visions comforts the Israelites in their Babylonian exile by reminding them that God will one day restore their land to them. 

DANIEL — God Rules 
Daniel shows his outstanding faith in God in the lions’ den, and rises to become an influential statesman. The story encourages the exiled Jews in Babylon by emphasizing how God rules over the destinies of nations. 

HOSEA — I Loved You 
The prophet Hosea’s message was to the northern kingdom of Israel.  Hosea’s own personal tragedies with the adulterous wife, Gomer, mirror Israel’s spiritual faithlessness to God.
 
JOEL — Locusts 
The prophet Joel’s message was given to the southern kingdom of Judah. From a recent terrible locust plague, Joel illustrates God’s coming day of judgment.  Joel urges his hearers to repent before it is too late. 

AMOS — A Bright Future 
To the prosperous northern kingdom of Israel Amos delivers his unpopular message.  He speaks against their corrupt business practices and phony religion. God’s judgment is close but the book ends on a note of hope.
 
OBADIAH — Future Hope 
The Edomites invaded Judah just as Judah was being ransacked by the Babylonians.  Obadiah prophesies Edom's downfall.
JONAH — The Reluctant Preacher 
Jonah tries to avoid God’s call to preach to the wicked people of Nineveh, but God insists — he sends a storm and a large fish to stop Jonah running away.  Jonah learns the lesson that God loves people outside the Jewish race, as the wicked people of Nineveh repent.

MICAH — Walking with God 
Micah is appalled by the oppression of the poor by the rich, and the corrupt judges and religious leaders.  He predicts that God will judge the people of Judah for this, but he ends with a message of comfort and hope.
 
NAHUM — God’s Judgment 
Nahum the prophet predicts the fall of Nineveh, the arrogant capital city of Assyria.  Nineveh’s destruction is seen as God's judgment on the Assyrians’ neglect of God and on their harshness towards other nations.
 
HABAKKUK — A Cry of Faith 
“Why do the wicked and cruel Babylonians go unpunished?” asks the prophet Habakkuk.  He finds his answer in God’s goodness and wisdom, and in the fact that nothing can ultimately foil God’s plans.
 
ZEPHANIAH — The day of the Lord 
The prophet Zephaniah emphasizes the need for the people of Judah to turn away from idolatry, and focuses on their need for personal and spiritual revival.  If they repent, God promises to bless them. 

HAGGAI — Finish the Temple 
The Jews are now settled back in Jerusalem, but the rebuilding of the temple is being neglected.  Haggai galvanizes them into action as he encourages the people to renew their trust in the Lord. 

ZECHARIAH — The Messiah will Come 
Like Haggai, the prophet Zechariah urges the people of Jerusalem to complete the rebuilding of the temple.  In a series of visions, Zechariah stresses that they must be a holy people.  He is certain that the Messiah will come. 

MALACHI — Return and Repent 
The temple has been rebuilt, and yet the people of Jerusalem still displease God.  They worship idols, crush the poor and marry pagans.  Malachi urges them to repent and to return to their God, the God of love and justice. 







10.  Summary of Each New Testament Book

Part 1: History
 
MATTHEW — God’s Messiah
Matthew uses numerous Old Testament references to show how Jesus Christ is indeed the long-awaited Messiah.  Matthew records a great deal of Jesus’ teaching, especially about the kingdom of heaven.
 
MARK — The Suffering Servant
Mark emphasizes that Jesus Christ came as a servant who suffered His death on the cross on behalf of the world.  Mark also takes great care to show that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

LUKE — Jesus Christ’s Compassion 
Luke focuses on Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world.  Luke portrays Christ’s great concern for all people, especially the poor, the ill, the outsiders, the children, the helpless and the rejects of society. 

JOHN — The Son of God 
John sets out to present the life, death, resurrection and teaching of Jesus Christ in such a way that people will come to place their own faith in the Son of God, whose gift to them is eternal life.
 
ACTS — The Worldwide Mission 
Luke shows how the first Christians (especially Peter and Paul) lived, how they spoke about Jesus Christ under the direction and power of the Holy Spirit, and how they spread the Christian message as far as Rome. 

Part 2: Letters

ROMANS — Peace with God 
In a magisterial treatise on the Christian message, Paul shows how God accepts us not because we have been good but because he loves us.  All we do is place our grateful trust in Jesus Christ.
 
1 CORINTHIANS — Love is the Greatest 
The church at Corinth was full of spiritual life.  But it also had its fair share of Christians who were behaving in very un-Christian ways.  Paul writes to encourage the first and correct the second. 

2 CORINTHIANS — A New Creation 
False teachers frequently arrived after Paul left.  Paul refutes their teachings and in doing so he relates the tough experiences and persecutions he has faced as a follower of Jesus Christ.
 


GALATIANS — Only One Gospel 
Paul taught that the only way to God is through trust in Jesus Christ.  Paul reserves some of his most blunt words for those Galatian Christians who were being wooed away from this basic Christian teaching. 

EPHESIANS — Spiritual Blessings 
Paul rehearses the wonderful spiritual privilege that God has made available to all Christians — forgiveness, God’s acceptance of us, grace, the sealing of the Holy Spirit, etc. — before he says, “Be united to one another.”
 
PHILIPPIANS — Rejoice in the Lord 
Paul, under the shadow of the death sentence, writes from his prison cell, and encourages the Philippian Christians to take heart and rejoice in the Lord, as they face persecution and false teachers. 

COLOSSIANS — Christ is Supreme 
When Paul heard that some Christians at Colossae were polluting and diluting Christian teaching with dangerous false teaching, he dashed off this letter, to emphasize that Christ alone is supreme in everything. 

1 THESSALONIANS — A Follow-up Letter 
As a result of Paul’s preaching at Thessalonica some people became followers of Christ and remained dear in Paul’s heart.  He writes this letter to encourage them in their new-found faith. 

2 THESSALONIANS — Jesus will Return 
False teachers had been saying that “the day of Christ” had already taken place, and so were upsetting the new Christians at Thessalonica.  Paul reminds them that certain events will take place before Jesus’ return. 

1 TIMOTHY — How to be a Pastor 
The aging Paul writes to encourage his young protégé Timothy.  Paul touches on how to run a church fellowship, how to worship and the kind of people church leaders should be. 

2 TIMOTHY — My Dear Son 
2 Timothy is Paul’s last letter.  It is his last will and testament to his spiritual son Timothy.  Paul emphasizes the need for Timothy to lead a godly life and to preach the gospel faithfully. 

TITUS — Live for God 
Paul writes to advise the young minister Titus, who is helping the new Christian church on the island of Crete.  He advises about the appointment of church leaders and how all church members must live lives pleasing to God. 

PHILEMON — Your Runaway Slave 
Paul urges his good friend Philemon to receive back his runaway slave, Onesimus, since he has now become a follower of Jesus Christ.

HEBREWS — Jesus Christ is the Best 
The unknown author of this letter emphasizes that Jesus Christ is far superior to the Old Testament prophets and priests.  To strengthen the faith of some wavering Jewish Christians Jesus Christ is presented as the only Savior. 

JAMES — Faith and Works 
James challenges his readers to live out a true Christian faith and so bring honor and credit to Jesus.  He emphasizes that Christians should both have faith in God and be encouraged in doing good deeds.
 
1 PETER — Faith under Attack 
The storm clouds of persecution are gathering.  Peter, the rugged fisherman, writes 1 Peter in order to strengthen the Christian faith of those about to walk through the fires of persecution. 

2 PETER — False Teachers 
To counteract malign false teachings, Peter urges his readers to grow into mature followers of Jesus as he reminds them of the timeless truth of the Christian faith.

1 JOHN — God is Love 
1 John tells people who had become followers of Jesus Christ how to be sure about their Christian faith.
 
2 JOHN — Error Refuted 
The readers of 2 John are told to hang on to true Christian teaching and not to give an inch to the false teachers.
 
3 JOHN — Fellowship with Christians 
3 John encourages hospitality for traveling Christians as there were then few safe places to stay. 

JUDE — Fight for the Faith 
How do you stop followers of Christ from being led astray by false teachers?  Jude says, “Become strong in your Christian faith and then you will not be lured away.”

Part 3: Prophecy

REVELATION — The Book of Visions 
With the persecution, imprisonment and killing of Christians being the order of the day, John, exiled on the island of Patmos, writes to inspire Christians to be strong in their faith.  His message is that God is still in control. 



